BEFORE TEE DIVISION OF WATFR RESOURCES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC VICRES
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

—

In the Matter of Application 10561 of Califcrmla Water and Telephome Company
to Appropriete from Sweebwater River in San Diego County for Domestie, Irrie
gation, Industrial, and llunieipal Purposes.
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APPEARANCES AT HEARING HELD AT SAN DIEGO ON NOVEMBER 1, 1943:

For Applicant

Califormia Water and Telephone Cos ; Tadini Beeigalupi
P. S.Thacher

For Protestants

Joseph L. E. Bennett and Mary Bemnett Fred O'Farrell
Werren T. Myers In propria persona

Examiner

Harold Conkling, Deputy State Engineer in Charge of Water Rights,

Divigion of Vater Resources, Department of Publio Works,

8tate of Californis.
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OPINION

Applicatior_z 10661l of Celifomia Veter and Telephone Company was
filed with the Division of Water Resources on Jume 17, 1943. It proposes
appropriations from the Sweetwater River, tributary to Sen Diego Bay, of an
amount of water not to exceed 30.54 cubic feet per second for diversion through-
out the year to be directly spplied to beneficial use without storage and of en

‘emount of water not to exceed 27,700 acre-feet psr annum to be diverted

throughout the year to storage in the proposed Sweetwnter Falls Reservolir
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(cepacity 27,700 acre-feet) and to be subsequently released and applied to
beneficial use. The water is to be diverted at the Sweetwater Falls Dam to be
constructed within the SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of Section 17, T. 16 § = R. 2 Es
SeDeBel M4 and rediverted at the present Sweetwater Dem, which is locatsd sbout
18 miles below, for domestic, irrigation, industrial and manicipal uses at Chula
‘é‘is‘l:a, National City and unincorporated territory contiguous thereto in Rencho
.de la Nacion comprising some 5,000 acres.

Protesta

Joseph Le E. Bennott and Mary Ida Bennett claim a right to the use

of the waters of Sweetwater River which right is based upon riparian ownership .

and contimious .u_se for irrigation and stockwatering purposes since 1895, to the

extent of 1500 gallons per mimite. They own two tracts of land, ons containing

10 acres of land upon which twor wolls have been sunk and one contsining ?’2;54 |
acres upon ihicﬁ cne well has been st{nk. These tracts are on the Sweetwater

River about 10 miles below the proposed point of diversion of the .applica:a.t.

They -;alla ge in effect that all of their lé.nd is susceptible of irrigation and

that about one-half is now being iri‘igated and that if Application 10661 were

‘approved it would deprive them of water to which they are emtitled.

Warren T. Myers also claims a right to the waters of the Sweetwnter

River by virtue of riparian ownership and use commenced prior to December 19,
1914, the effective date of the Vater Commission Acte. His poinmt of diversion
(well) is located aboﬁt 8 miles below the site of the proposed Sweetwater Falls
Dem. The water is used for the irrigation of 20 acres of land. Hes alleges in
offect that thé proposed diversion by the applicant would deplefe the underground
water from which he pumps, causing the water tc recede to a dengerocusly low level
during dry eycles, and permit the growth of brush in the river chennels which

would cause the river to overflow 1ts banks in flood pesriods.
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Hearing Held in Accordance with Chapter 5 of ths Water Code

Application 10661 was completed in accordance with the Water
Commission Act and the requirements of the Rules and Regulations of the Division
of Water Resources and, being protested, was set for public hearing in accord-
ence with Chapter § of the Wﬁter'Code, on Monday, November 1, 1943, at 1:30
" PuM. in the Court Roam of the District Court of Appeals, Fourth Appellate
District Flectric Building, San Diego, California. Of this hearing, spplicant
and protestants were duly notified.

General Discussion

It appears entirely clear from the testimony and exhibits presented
at the hearing, and from the records of this office, thﬁt there is sufficient
unappropriated water in Sweetwater River to justify the approval of Application
10661, |

Exhibit 3 of epplicant indicates that from the upper end of the
proposed reservoir to San Diego Bay there are 23,808 acres of privately owmed
riparien land of which the owners of only 846 acres still exert their riparien
cleims and the owners of 114 acres only have objected to the approval of
Application 10661.

The lends of the protestants, W T. Meyers, JosephAL.-E. Bennett
and Mary I. Bennett, are located in Jemacha Valley from eight to ten miles
below the site of the proposed Sweetwater Falls Dam. This Velley extends along
the Sweetwater River from e point sbout 2 miles east of Sweetwater Reservoir to
ths confluence of the Swsgfwater River asmnd its north fokk, a distance of ghout
11.miles. The valley fill veries in width from 200 faet %o 1400 feet and has
# surface area of some 1030 acres. The drainage area sbove the lower end of
this valley and below Sweetwater Falls Tam is epproximately 70 square miles. At
the present tiwe there are only approximately 380 scres in the wvalley which are

being irrigated, although as many es 800 acres have been under irrigation.
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Co H. Lee, in U. 8. C. S. Weter Supply Faper 446, page 154 (also

shown in Applicent's Exhibit 2) estimates the safe annual yield of the Jamacha

Valley Basin (Sweotwater, upper) as being 1870 acre-fest. In computing this

safe yield lMr. Lee determined the volums of water that was némally held in the

valley fill ard that could be extracted during a 3-year period, it beirg

assumed that ne repleniskment took place during this peried, that adequate -
replenishment would take place during the next year and that complete replenish~

ment would take place before the cccurrence of snother 3-year drought. This |
volume was estimated as being 5620 acre-feect. ‘

Mr. P. E. ¥agestadt, engineer for the Sweetwater Water Corporation,
predscessor of the appl_icant', during the year 1930 conducted e&n investigation
of the water supply of the Jamacha Valley, as a result of which he concluded
that the wlume of water which was extractible from the basin was 10,400
acre-feet. {See Applicant's Exhibit 2)

While there is a marked d‘ifi‘erence between these estimates, it
'muld appear that the proposed appropriation w;:auld have little if any effect
on protestents’ water supply. Although there is a2 possibility that their
pumping costs may be incremsed by a lowering of the ground weter table, it
heg been the well established policy of the Division thet protestants have no
ﬁght. to inaist upon meintensnce of water level for the sole purpose of
facilitating pumping, but must yield to the public policy and welfare declared
in Chapter 1, Division 1, of the ¥Water Codes

To what extent the proposed diversion of the aspplicant would a.i‘fecﬁ :
the pumping operations of the protestanis can only be determined by keeping
réwﬁs of the fluctuation of the ground water levels in the valley together
with reinfall and runoff records. To this end applicant has agreed to supply
Q:arterly- messurements of the water levels at 8 differe.nt. wells in the Valley

and also rainfall and runoff records at Sweetwnter Dem and at Sweetwater Falls
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From these records the Division will be in e position to determine the
extent of eny injury which may result to the protestants as a result of
the appropriation and to taeke such steps as zmay be necessary to rensdy the
condition. The protestants apparently concurred with the arfangemﬁnt and

Application 10661 may, therefore, De approved.
In order that this arrangement may be made a part of the psrmit,
the following term or cendition should be incorporated in the permit.

On issusnce of this permit the permittee shall cause
rocords to be taken of the elsvation of the zround water
levels at quarterly intervals in such wells as will in

the judgrent of the State Engireer furnish an adequate
determiration of the =ffect of this diversicn on the
behavior of the weter tsble underlyin- Sweetwater River
Valley; shall ksep accureste reinfall records at Sweatwater
Dam and at 3weetwzter Falls Bam; shall nmaintain records of
discharge of Sweetwater Biver at Sweetwater Dam and at
Sweetweter Falls Dom; and shall furnish covies of all such
records annually or on demand to the State Znzineer.

Application 10661 for = psrmit torappropriate water having been
filed with the Division of iater HResources as above stated, protests having
been filed, a public hearins heving been held and the Division of Tater |
Resources now being fully informed in the premises:

IT IS EEREBY CRDEXED tﬁat Applicetion 106861 be epproved and that
& permit be zranted to the applicant subject to such of the ususl terms and
conditions as may De appropriate and subject slsc to the following special
_ term or condition, to wit:

On issuance of this permit the permitiee shall cause
records to be teken of the elevation of the ground
water levels at guarterly intervals in such wells as

will in the judgment of the State Engineer furrpish an
adequate determination of the effect of this diversion
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on the behavior of the waper table underlying Sweetwater
River Velley; shall keep accurate rainfall records at
Sweotweter Dem and at Sweetwater Falls Dam; shall maintain
records of discharpge of Sweetwater River at Sweetwater Danm
and et Sweetwater Fells Dam; and shall furnish copies of
2ll such records annuzlly or ¢z demand to the State
Engineer.

WITHESS LY FAND and the seal of the Department of Publis Works

of the Stete of California, this 2 day of @w 1943,
EDVARD HYATT, STATE ENGINEER

By
Deputy State Enzinesr




